
Minefields to Minespace
The Changing Architecture of 
Autonomous Killing



Battlefield to Battlespace
The Shape of War



What Shape is a War Zone?

• Post-modernity has shifted 
the way space is produced 
by war, from clear 
divisions between nation-
state territories to diffuse 
and complex ‘rhizomes’, 
networks or assemblages



Saskia Sassen

• “We are seeing the multiplication of a broad range of 
partial, often highly specialized or obscure, 
assemblages of bits of territory, authority and rights 
once firmly ensconced in national and interstate 
institutional frames. These assemblages cut across the 
binary of inside and outside, ours and theirs, national 
versus global.”



Space as Box to 
Space as Assemblage

• Space as assemblage



Territorial Sovereignty to 
Global Network



Battlefield to Battlespace



Case Study: 
Autonomous Killing

Landmines Killer Robotics



The minefield:
An archeology
Mines, Booby Traps and IEDs in US Army 
Field Manuals



Minefield as Architecture



FM5-31 

1943
The Minefield as 

Modernist 
Architecture



The Modernist Minefield



The Westphalian Minefield



Clausewitz in the Minefield



Descartes in the Minefield



Weber in the Minefield



Fordism in the Minefield



Booby Traps: The ‘Other Mines’
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2004
Unraveling and 
Deconstruction



Diffusion and Fragmentation



Diffusion: Verticality



Dynamic Projection



Stigmatization



Improvisation & Informalization
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The IED as a 

Nonlinear System



IED as Existential Threat



The IED Threat

IEDs are the 
number one 
killer of US 

troops in Iraq 
and 

Afghanistan

Afghanistan



Nonlinear Battlespace



The IED as a System



The IED as Society Made Explosive



Minespace/Mineopolis



EOD as Political Intervention



Weaponizing EOD



Global Metamine
Remote Autonomous Killing



The Claymore Goes 
Mobile



The Spider



Surveillance & Detection



Datamining



Killer Robotics



Stuxnet
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Minespace



Resisting Metamine
Campaign Assemblages



How do you demine 
Global Metamine?



Statist Demining



The Mine Action 
Assemblage



Campaign Assemblages


